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on who (¢ sy ihe most corrent rumors) will re-
corve o shoe of Molduvian territory in returs

The Emperor of Anstria bLas not yot gone to
W,

Faples b= very nnguiet.,

| owpox, Dec. 30, 1658,
Awtassocor (0 Wk glon—Bowbardmal gf

Canten  Promed ta ed—The Newchatel M aun-

s erston g — Note of the Big Powers—Pr gaman

Treops— The Officers of the Resolute—3 fr, Pea

boyan the Proture Ordered by the G@u o,

1t & weibink, o matier of regret that 4 gentle
wan possessing go many of the reqnisie qualifica-

tions and talents as the Right Non. Ogarles Pelham
Villiers = nol 1o be (as ithas been gonerlly supposed
be would be) the person Lo inavgurate the renewal of
friendly wiercourse at Whashington. However,
*fouie o'un,un euire and as arcangements are
nestly comyleted for the yesumption of diplomatic
relabions with the government at the White Homse,
@ Minister will be immediatoly seleoted as the repre-
woptative of Ungland'® Quesn, who will no doabt
seach your shores Ly the 4th of March, aceompa-
wied by the three Consuls necessary to stop the
thsee gaps.

By the files of present papers you will read the
telegruphic accounts in relation to the bombardment
of Canton.  Fer detailed information connected with
1he bloodsbed on the occasion, we must wait the
arrival of the overlaud mail. The honor of the
Eus lish flag sppears to have been upheld by s raking
fire upon the porceluin city, and the Celestial fleet
of girgerbread junks. Although it is, perhaps, as
well to withbold comment apou o serious a matter,
yet suill we must give current rumor o1l due cireula-
tion. I8 said tnat the whole aflair was premedi-
tated, and that, too, with the sinetion of American
and French officials, as 4 means of obtaining o bet-
%er footing in China.

Unluckily the Nevchatel afluir appeirs to be
getting involved in fresh complications, and does
not nppear so fucidle of settlement o was expected.
The last tumor was that France aond Austriacontem:

leted * occupying™ (1. e, taking possession—more

an nine polots) portions of the territory of the
Swier federstion, This friendly style of oc-upa-
tion Fcuim: some vhat dangerons.  Filling a
eountry full of forcign soldiers is very little short of
sawing the seeds o dissension into a quiet and
peaceable faniily cirele.  Parsian information re-
ports thut the despateh of & note of the great Powars
sddresied to the Federnl Assewbly of Switzecland is
a tag!, though nothing has as yet transpired as to ita
eontents, 11 is gald that the 1'rasslan troops will
maich 48 soon as the decree of mobilization appears,
but the date seems not yet fixed.  There (s Do news
of importance up to present post honre,

Captain Harwstein, Lientspants Wells, Davidson
and Swone, and Doctors Macomh and Otis, of the Re
solote are still, as the representatives of Ameripan
generority and good fedling, the weleome guests
wherever they go, and the general regret is that
ther Co not go sreryaliere, Our gand little hiberal
minded Yneen Victoria, in order to mwrk her ap-
preciution of this gifof tue people of the United
Btaten, hus ordered o large picture to be painted to
reoord the event of the prescniation of the ship. It
® to be execnted by the well Known astist Simpson.
The ultimate destinution of this pletare has not yet
been eettled, It i< to be engraved by the eminent
bonse of Colmaghi & Co., Pall Mall-the Queen'’s
thli--b-,-r-.-- and i= exciting o Jwrore here amongst

e Jovers of art.  Apropos of the subseriptions to
this cugraving—already including the names of
Banng, Hosell, Hotes, Storgs, agd the most emi-
ment Américans here- a curious story is circolated
i soriety. It appears that, io igno-ance of Mr.
George I'eabiody’s disaatisfucdion at not having re-
evived gome substantiil testimania! feom the British
government as a reoompense for his liberal subsorip-
ten to the Grinuell expedition, and presuming that
the firm of George Peabody & Co. would sap-
port the  entewts cordiofe, in the shape of a
portryit of her Majesty receiving the Resolute
Lum the peaple o1 the United States, the represen-
tative of tie Urm bere wie asked to do his sutograph
om the sutwoription lst, hut the gentlesan who made
the w1 plication, ope in the highest position in the
art world Lere, was treated with extraordinary dis-
sourtesy and shown out of toe oftice ina manper
which would bave been even disgraceial and sum-
WAy, vif o-tip, 10 G pocr relaion. American citi
zens here cannot help contrasting this conduct with
Mr. Prabody's patbetic borsegue on the 4th Juy
1854, when, at the star and Garter, Richmoed, in
pointing to another portrait of her slajesty sus
pended in the dining room, he said that its presence
was “entirely owing to the courtesy of the Queen,’
a eourtesy, it now appeirs, which ia not for all time.
We can scancely suppose that Mr. George Peabody
pending & plate testimonial, will approve of conda:
osbecoming the dignity of a gentleman. ** Omne
actum ab agaulis nlenlone cal judicaudum,” as we
have it in law,

Loxpox, Deec. 0, 1854,
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The Christmas festivitizs in London have been on
s very grand seale, people of all clssses seeming
bent upen enjoyment. Ministers and political men
geverally are in the country entertaining their
triends ut their hearths, forgetting for & time the
sarmoil of political strife. At the American legation
all has been guiet as yet, but 1 presume Mr. Dallas

| foliow the example of his neighbors in dne

| e,

Forelgn alairs #tlll engross the satlention of the
Dritish people, the dispnte between Switzeriand

id Prussia on the Neuchatel question exciting by
ur the greatest amount of interest. A low days ago
i war pencrally believed that the matter wonll

settied without recourse 9 arms, but now
the impression gains ground thal war is in
evitable. Nuay, farther, 1 heur to-day that
Prance and Amtriz talk of  oocupying™ ceetain
districre of Switeerland with a kind consideration
the Swiss people will doutiess fully appreciste.
Greece knows someihiag of the meaning of the
word “occupation;”’ s¢ does Rome, and so may
Bwitzerland it appears, and by this means may |-
berty be crusbed in one of Its grea'est strongholda
Bat us hope that if Presais and Switzerlind come to
Bowe that interference in the shape of “occupa
tion” may not be permitied.

The Varis Conferences excite no interest here
now [rom the bellef that all buainess they have W
ranssct & prearranged.

In the present day Eaglishmen would be cirious
people ii they could be surprised at saything. We
are now informed of wars when they are hall over,
apd ssked our opinions upon mu-h trifling matters
enly when ealled upon to puy the piper. It 1s use-
beas o iry W0 surprise us, even by midden sad sart
Bog pews, for we are prepared for anything. Some
people would like, lor lntance, to be told fil pews
pieeemenl. We prefer it in ita magnitude. Thus
our pewspapers informed ue yesterday, not that
there was any wianderstanding betseen our go.
wernment and the Chines; pot thet e Britsh cali-
o0 hwd been outruged wnd tha the Chinese authort-
tes had been called W render Astisiac.
tion v Captain Simpkine or frst-mate Growler,
but we had the grand oMmax st omce, viz. - The
bomberdment of Canton. You might ressoaably
mppose that this gave us some wsurprise. Nooe

ever. Peeple coolly asked “wha! 1t was wl
sbout;¥ and on the morrow the Times, in a0 artl e
which read almost jestiugly, says tha* the afuir wil
Jost enable us 10 1o iy some mistakes made at the
elose of the et war with onr Calestial apponnts,

Captain Hartstein leaves bagland, with his olli wrs
and erew, by the mall which eonveys to you i
better. Never hae aet of Kindness been botter re
esived than the presenting the Hewolole to the
Britlah, nation. Never has #ift been more graceful'y
sonveyed. | have n letler now oefore me from o
friend st Portsmouth, & nevy man, which conveys
womistakabie evidence of the evoellence of you
aboioe of & representative lo this matler. Uae
might almost be led b beleve that Amarican 0Ters
and Ame jean civilians wore searee known in this
region when we find bow mueh dhe commanase and
eflicers of the Resolute mre spoken of, and how
ehose Lieir every act has been <opnned,

Cartain Hartstein is represented to me by the
bt jages Lo possess all the qualities whoch  would
ETReE b rons, wned it ie pegreteed 1uat this pallnt
officer ¢id not wrrive in Fngland at o time wpen he
eould have leen presented to her Majosty at s
James Palare.  The OQueen has commanded Mr.
SMwpeon, the wrtiet who has so & ic esstully depls &d
the war in the Crimes, 43 palnt a pletore for the

reyal galiery of the soone om the dn-k of the Hew)
hete when Cap'ain Hartweln jreasated the ship to
ber Majesty, in the name of | corpment abd
people. The pi-ture will e o proved and published
are by Colnaghl. Ii was propeswd Ly the vory bigh
o authoritier 0 bave kngaind t Fourtete o

hin 1

nm that Fngland will again be repre.
e e i
Cann 0 COTTO! report as
the individnal named. o

The project for another Franklin expedition was
lingmehing when the Resolute reached our shores.
Her ariival seems to have altered the current of
people’s thoughts, and now all the talk is of & new
voyage. Lieut. Hedford Pim, one of the officers
ot the Resolute, Is among the prime movers; snd it
appears likely that even if the government does not
fit uut an expedition, one will be sent provided irom
private sourcess

Mry. Stowe's visitto England inorder to sesure
the copyright of “Dred” i this country and our
colonies, wes unsnceessful, for a reprint has been
wened in Canada trom the American edition, mot
the English. You will see that the Daily News has
taken up the subyect in a leading article, which
you will perhape copy. It is highly desiruble that,
us we speak and write the same language, some ar-
rangement could be effected batween America and
England on the copyright gnestion. |

1m Thumb sppeared here agiin on the 20th inst.,
the day atier Christmas, and his “levees’ have been
ity well attended, thongh not #o nameronsly 1
ear 48 to perteetly satisly Mr. Barnum. 1 see this
enterprising gentleman bus with him a surprising
fuanly of “ Howards” He advertises them as open
to engagements,

My, Murdoch, the American comedian, retaing his
engagement at the Huymarket theatre even during
the pantomime season. He is now pleying Duke
Arepya o the * Houey Moon.”

Purlesine has heen discarded this season from the
niajority of our theatres, and managers have retarn-
¢d W the old pastomime. 1 caunot particnlarize
these things in this letter. Suflice it to say that all
the houses are crowded uightly, the' lads™ and pit
prople asembling befors ‘he doors as early as tive
and even four o'c'ock nightly. To speak of things
theatrical just now would be a waste of time on my
part and waste of room on yours. Next week [will
give a look at the musical world for you.

The Resolute Officinliy vellvered to the Bri-
tish Govirnment.
THE UNITED STATES FLAG SALUPED AND HAULED
DOWN-—BOISTING OF THE URI0ON JACK.
PortssovTi, Tnesday, Dee, 30, 1556,

‘To-dey this celebrated ship his been budily given
over to her original owners,

About one o'clock Capt. . H. Beymour, C. R,
the Flag Captaon, went on board o inform Capt.
Hurteieln that the American flag would be saluted
with twenty-one guus prior to being struck on board
the Yesolote. Atthe bourof one the salite was
fiied—the American fag being run up at the main
of the Vietory—and as the boomed the
glripe # and stars were hauled down at the prak of
the Resolute, and gave place to the union jack; Bri-
tish engigns also toateg simultaneously from each
of her wastheads, and checrs echoed from the decks
of the ship. :

Captain Hawrstey (who was attended by all his
ofticers and the American Vice-Consul), nuneovered,
then, in bref terms, expressed, on the quarter deck
the Ligh ssnse be entertained of the courtesies and
bospitulities he had reccived from the Port Admiral
and other antlorites during his sojourn at I'oris-
month, and said that, having completed the mission
which had fallen ta his happy lot to be intrusted
with from the United States government, nothing
remwained but to give the vessel over in fact, as he
had already done in eficot, and to express the fervent
Lope thut a= lopg as a timber remainel in her she
would be a substaotinl memorial of that good will
and harmony between the two nations which he was
sure uow existed, and which be prayed might exist
throug h all time.

Capt. =eysork acknowledged the kindly senti-
ments of his brother seaman, and thanked him for
bis mention of his ga'lant futher (the Part Admiral)
in eonnection with =0 eratifying a testimonial o
l}he fﬂ:}tﬂial feclipgs represented by his mission to
wngiand.

Mr. 'enn, Master of the flagship Vietory, and a
party of royal marives, then assumed possession
of the verscl, and all the officers went Lelow to par-
tuke onee more of American hospitality.

When the tume eame for embarking in the
eteam tender Bprightly, which was as«agned to
convey the Amencan officers and crew to
scuthampton, a8 tue party over the side the
marices presented arms. On the Sprightly ng
down the barbor betwe:n the \'iuwr{ and Pem-
broke line-ot-lusttle ships the erews the bul-
warks and rigeing, and cheer upon cheer followed
the gallant visiter: on their conrse. These were ta-
ken up generslly by the inbabitants on either shore,
on the Vietorda pler, and on the ramparta

Captain Hartsiein aué Lieutenants Stone and Da-
videon, with the rmw.ﬁ'n Sonthampton to embark
in the Washington for the United States, to-morrow.
Lieutenant Wells, I'r. Maccoun and Dr., Otls, remain
n England a few days. i

before leuving Cavtain Flartstein wrote a highly
uc-ﬁmry ter to Mr. Digby Dent, of the
Portland Hote!, Southeea, thanking him for his un-
remittivg etiention to himeell and officers, and the
bandeome accommoedation provided them at the or-
der of the Crown during their sojourn.

Ircland,
EMITH O'BRIEN aGAIN IN THE PIELD.

Tired, it would seem, of silence and ination, Mr.
Smith O Brien has emerged from the strict privacy
which be has maintained since the exercise of the
royal prerogative permitted him to return to his na
tive land and assume his patara! lon among the
country gentlewen of Ireland. Mr. O'Brien bas, in
fact, reentered the political areaa, and s letter ad-
dressed To the People of beland p'ainly indicates
that be means to reassume the position of leader,
which Le held for a inef season suhsequent to the
virtus! deposition of Mr. O'Connell.  The following
is & copy of the doument:—

TO THE PROFLE OF IRELAND,

Altbough it I8 my intention to shun henceforth
both the showy delusions of Parliamentary life and
the wreacherous quicksandn of constitutional ngite-
tion, | heve not abdicated my right %0 expres my
opnious with respest to the interests of my native
lend or of mankind, and, baving reason 1o believe
that it is the wish of @ eonsiderable portion of my
fol 'w-counirymen that | sbould devote my leisure
hours to sue i an oceupation, | shall make no apolo-
gy for o ng to you some observadons upon the
present cireumstances of pablic afla're,

Seldom have [ had occasion to invite you to eo-
eperaie with any movement that has originated at
the cther side of the channe!, but it seema o me
that you ought not o remain sileat with respect w
the qin ~tion now ander debate fu England as to the
propricty of malutainmg for another yeur the ad-
dittonsl " percentoge of the income tax which was
impogcd l!u meet the expenditore occasioned by the
late wur.

Allow me in the fi=st place to obwe ve that it is the
application rether than the natuteof this tax that
is ohjectopalile. A property tax is the most just of
#ll faxes, und even aD income tax, If equitub!
Lm ‘lm‘ni, would be preferalie to flecal exactions
which press upon Lhe indastry or enjoyments of the
puorest classes of the comnull.ll".g.wll. therefore, m

senl income Wax were app rposes nse
rn"lnl.n.'.d. 1 would r..ubrr.grge -n&mm e
provisions than a diménution of its amount.

Bu! the question now At lswe is whether the
Witsh governmert ought or ought not to be en-
couraged by the coutinuance of this tax to sabject
the resources of lreland W exhsustion, in order to
waintuin & war eetablishment fur the promotioa of
objects in which Ireland has no imaginable consern.

know very well that my views on this
T o ke ate ALl of Aoy Trecywhire suoept
rish are 4 eveTyw ) BX0e
ontmp:o::nmll.lnm of their inte-
rests, und the [risn farmer has been 0 much aocus-

tomed 1o amsociate the Ides of war with the hope of
high prices that he i facined %o welcome war on any
terma.

But let ua calmly re what has the empire

:Ih;al—whnthnl i

1]

Having lived during the greater part of the last
two yeurs among the peutral nations of eonti-
nent, | have no besiation in assuring you that the

revaiont sentiment of that portion of Kurope which
a6 remained a wpectator of this colhsion is that the
evente of the war have grestly tended to sagment
prestige of France and of Tlustia, while they have
E:ql.i:}:s tended to dimiuish that of Greal Britaln and
e .

The glory of success haa Leen attributed exclu-
sively o France, Bie glory ol an laoie resistance
las been uwarded 1o Husla, which, single hmoded,
#o nobly defended itsell against the unired efforts of

four of the most powerfol nations in Europe.

Though the war onginated in a struggle for as
cendancy in the Kast botween Franoe and 1a, !
wrn not prepared w contend that England should
buve remained an indifferent &) ectator of e con-
test, or that she was at Ill.l‘ﬂ{ to soquisace in the
occupation by Russin of the Danubian Prinsipall-
ties: but | am convinced that the Russians would
never bave erossed the Pruth if, iostead of 'ﬂmﬂ
diplomatic notes, Lord Aberdees’s government h

romptly declared that the appearance of a slugle
tnssinn soldier on the territory of Turkey would oe
the sipnal for British interventfon, Ro, on the other
hand, the withdrawal of the Russian troops behind
the Pruth ought to have heen selosd ss an occasion
for friendly mediation by Fogland between the con-
tending parties,

Fat a crv arose that the Pritish on ought oot to
e roussd with Jmpunity; and none cin forg# the
programme of the mighty desds whal were to be
wetormed by the naval and military heroes of the
Ipited E'ngdom that wae published ot the bangney

dence, I8 it wonderful that, seeing these things, he
should have lost a!l respect for the ty of the
ublic functionaries of Great Britain? repulse

laklava— the surprise of Inkermann, which but
or the prompt snccor of & Frenen division would
ave heen a disasirous rout—ihe ignominious i=soe
{ the British astault upon the , contrasted
with the glorions capture of the Malakofl by the
French, and lustly the loss of Kars have also brought
isgrace not unmerited npon British generalship, if
ot upon Britich valor.

All'the accessory ciroumstances of the st
| ave tended to conufirm these impressions. A hun-
ored defeats would not have so much lowered public
ywteem for Aritish character a8 it was lowered by the
aduimion Yestowed by the (neen, the sur ties,
#nd the people of England upon the man who three
vears previonsly had been designated by thenearly
ur animeus voice of the British pablic as a destesta-
1le and unprineipled usurper: and there is not o
litician i Eorope who does not beheve that t.pL:
peace of Paris was imposed upon the d’j:('ple and
government of Fogland by the will and dietation of
this much cherishedfally, rather than by sheir own
nalionsl feeling.

Were I an Englishman, T should be little encoar-
aged by this retrospect to consent to a continn-
anee of the ineome tax; but an lrishman has stiil
less reason to aesent to its longer endurance. With
characteristic generosity, Irelund forgot all her prst
wrongs sp:d sullerings when appealed to by the no-
tion which had caused these wrongs and sufferings
for aid in this struggle, snd lavisbed he bloed and
trensure In contending cgainst o people who pever

le

mfiicted upen  her  the slightest |I¥I:I. A
this  struggle  Irishmen dhﬂl:lyed 3’ A
customed valor. But mot to belong the
glory and the fruit of suth & If a dis

graceful act be perpetrated by an Irishman hils coun-
try Lears allthe opprobrium of the deed. 1If, on the
contrary, he peefurm an honorsble achievement, his
exploits sre heralded ag the performance of Anglo-
Sexon energy. An amusing illustration of this ten-
dency specially attrected my attention in the case of
one of 1hose Trish patriots bearing a Milesian name
who, in 1848, were most eager to jein in insurrection
against Evgland, and who waa actually forced to fiy
from his native country and enter f service.
While he wes simply an Irish rebel no terms of re-
proach was spared towards him, bot when in fo-
reign lsuds he had by his valor and conduct won the
highest admiration he was extolled by the British
journals and statesinen as a distinguished English
ofti er.

Perhaps it will pe thought that as I write in my
own study, under the operation of an amnesty (i. e,
of an actol oblivion,) | ought to forget every cir-
cumstance that is humiliating to my country. Itis
pot, lelieve me, o Gesite to utter sarcasms, which
will be acceptable to but few readers, that induces me
to write tuis letter. Siill less is it a desire to cast re-
proach upon any particular etatesman, or to serve
the interests of any particular party. To me all
British statesmen and all Brit sh parties are equally
ind'flerent.  Regara for the interests of Ireland and
for these of humonity 8t large is the only motive
which indnces me now to address you, but ] d
setiously ask vou—I wonld ask even the British
people—whethier it i= desirable, by consenting to a
contiruanee of the war ipcome tax, to encourage
the miuister, whoever be may be, to involve lre-
land, to involve the empire in new collisions, which
may be infuitely morve disastrons and more igno-
minious in their results than that which bas besn
recently terminated?

Wishin the last three months the groundwork for
af least two pew wars has leen laia by Dritish im-
policy. 1 allnde to the case of Naples and of Per-
gia. If the Dritish Ministry had been allowed to
iroceed in its career, unchecked by the continental
i’-men. umong whom Russia was the most promi-
nent, the eity of Naples wonld probably have been
bombarded before now. Far be it trom me to
undertake the vindication of the Neapolitan
government. 1 believe it to be oue of the worst
in Furope—thouzh candor obliges me to con
fess that in travelling through the Neapolitan
territories, incloding Sicily, 1 observed a greater
apucarunee of material writy than I have tound
in my own country in what is calied its most pros-
rous era.  Dut, admittiog that the government of
Naples i3 as bad as it is represented by its enemies
to be, is thisa auflicient ground for intervention on
the part of England in regard of itsinternal adminis
tratiom ? It I= not allegad that auy British sulject
has suffored wrong trom the Neapolitan anthorities
—itis pot alleged that any foreign power menaces
wn armed wtervention such as that of lassia in re-
gard of Hungary-—of Austria in regard of Tuscany
—of Fravee i regard of Bome ~&ll of whizh ques-
tiopahle prceedings were calmly witnessed, almost
whthout remonstrance :; Bl%:.ml. It is simply
urged that the monarch of Naples does not comduct
the ?nt‘nlﬂhl\nt of his country in & manner suited to
Fuglish ideas: and acror ly o demonstration is
made by the withdiawal of the British Ambassador
--an act which is generaHy the forerunner of actual
hmilltiiut. TI:M m;mi. of the li'narh should
concur in such & scarcely surp '
because his dynas.ic ambition would very mm
render him d-sirous t» substitute & Murat for a Bour-
bon on the thione of Naples, but no such motive
can operste fu the case of England. 1t Eogiand were
to vecupy Siclly a European war would infallibiy be
the corsequence, and if this demonstration be solel
intendid as an encouragement to the constitutional-
ists of the Twe Sicllles to revolt again:t their govern:
ment, u more fatal lare could soarcely be presented
to them; for, o8 in the case of the demons'ra-
tion made in Ity by Lord Minto, it will nesureily
be found too late that England will decline to glye
effective support 1o those Itallans whom her poliey
ehall have incited o rebellion. Not only, therefore, as
Irish tax payers, but wlso us (riends to the constiva-
tional liberties of laly, we wcfht to withboald all
encoursgement from this sortof trifling with the pas.
siomns of an excitable people. 1t may be thought indeed
by sorne potriotic Irishmen that this precedent will
be useful at some futore time, and that if ever Ire-
land be sgain tieated ws she was troated in 1545, the
governments of Ameriza snd of France will find in
the present eonduet of England in regard of Naples
an excollent precedent to justify fatervention in be-
half of the sullering p“l.ﬁ{“e of Ircland. To thia ur-
gument 1 find some diffioulty in offer'ug an ansver,
et us now turn to the Eest.  How many of you
know what are the cir umstances, setasl or antéce
dent of a town called Herat? Canany of you tell
mewhat possible interest Ireland has in determining
whettor this town £hall belong to Persia or o Afl-
ghanistap, or whether 16 shull be maintained by the
rulers of the Hastern empire of Creat Britain as an
independent Sute, in that sort of iodependence
whish was recently enjosed by the kingdom of
Oude? For my owp part, 1 profess thet | am una-
ble to discover what moral right the British govern-
ment possesces 1o interfere in regard to ¢ micotions
respecting a country which is sitaated at o distayce
of wany hundied miles from its frontier; or what
legitimate interest Great Britain can bave in giving
armed efftet to such interference. 1 profess my-
self nlso incapable of undermanding the manifesto
which has n iwoed by the Indian govern-
ment in justification of this proceeding, 1can in
deed coneeive that British rapacity may desire to
plunder the rich citles of Persta, as it has already
lundered hulf the cities of Asiu. 1 can conceive
rht what is called “ AngloSaxon enterprise” ma
covet the vull-y of the Fuphrates, more especial-
ly when | findthat it has teen seriously “ted
to open a communication with Indis in this diree-
tion: and | can conceive that the terms of & vague
and vpintelligiole treaty may be made the pretext
lor umn.l% with a view %o these eventaal
resulte is pame has often been played before
now in the East. 1t was played in & most unserupm-
bous manner and with the mos: complete suceess in
8 ey sostitiehie when Judged by that bigh tomed
of ey able when fu 1y 4
w&"fn, which the British public is so fond of ar
rogating 1o feelf ¥ Moreover, may it not be hereaf.
ter discovered that it will have been as inexpedient
in e consequences as it is indefensitle (n i design?
Pretexts of a simiar chasacter . this v
city of Herat formed the ground of that Invasion of
a\l’nhnnu.m which terminated in the ignominions
destruction of a Britieh army and in the tatal expul-
sion of the British foroes from the Affighan territory.
If it bo true that Russion intrigue has set in motion
the alleged attack "ﬂm Herat by the Persans, is it
not possible that Ruesia may sipport ber Persian
ally by srmed asxistance, and if she bring 50,000
anxilinries into the tield who ean eatimte the expen-
ditare thet will be needed before triumphs can be
won in such a #truggle *

Turing the year ing that in which | was
transported to the sutipodes the Britisn Parfiament
advanced on loan £%,000,000, with a view to the
relief of the Irish nation when safferiog from famine.

I well remember the inmiting language with which
this aid was ascompanied, and a0 L was the ap-
{rmnl magnitude of the effort that it might have
wwen supposed that Bogland had exhansted all her
resovrees in rerr«rm!nl an act of unparalleled gene
rosity: yet find that last r an addition of
L30,000,000 was made to the ordinary war estmates

of the United Kingdom with soarcely a murmur of
dissension, and Ireland has been subjected o an
incrense of taxation which weuld bave been much

" pore then nficient to provide A Interest upon joang

would have been sdequale not
lives of the myriade who died .:l,
but al:o to the

imsginable connection?

1If this letter bad not already cxhndedun:nﬂymd
the limits within which [ was desirous to ne it

1 wonld bave asked you to consider also what mo-
tive can irduce you to anow:!: the continued oe-
cupation of tireece by the main‘enance there of &
British ferce, to the support of which your income
tux lends its qantﬁt;:mn 'rng'hammpwu mﬁl?:
Pirwus whs intelhg , ex y
duriog the wer with Russia, but ulncehll-ge conalusion
of the peace 1 have not heard even the pretext of
an argumeent which can justify its continuance; and
I ean myse)f testify that it 18 most galling to the
high spirited natives of that interesting country.

{lld space permitted 1 would bave endeavored to
convioce you that, instead of upholding the cruel
domwination of a Turkish minority, European states-
men onght ruther to de noble elements of
pationality which exist among the Chrisiian m
lation of Turkey in ,and thot they woul d
s this population, cons'ituting, as it does, a large
majority of the inhabitants of that land, a much
more_ effective banier against Rossian on
1han is to be found in the effete desrepi of the
Turkish empire.

1 wonld wiro have dwelt at some length upon the
Trigh view of thege financial questions. About fif-
teen years ago I studied with much attention the
writings of various patriotic Irishmen who endeay-
ared by many elaborate statementa to proyve that,
ipssmuch as England was subjected ore the
gnion to a much larger amount of debt than had
been contracted by the Irish Parliiment, 1t was
ouly reasonable that the intereat of the ante-union
debt of England rhould be borne exclusively by the
Englieh people. This separate ohiigavion was cal-
culated to amcunt to above £16,000,000 sterliog per
antmm, and it was argued that grievous injustice
had been done to Ireland by the gradnal equaliza-
tion of I1ish with English taxation. At present, in:
stead of a separate taxation amounting to £15,000,
000, the exemption enjoyed by Ireland from taxa-
tion comman to the United Kingdom, amonnts to a
mere fraction. | may be excnsed, however, for
neglecting to recall these muideru‘ou, singe they
appear to have been forgoiten alike by the writers
by whose arguments I was con and by the
Irish public 1o whom they were addressed.

But truth and justice do not change with the .
ing expediency of the hour, and these argumen
are as valid now as they were in the palmiest days of
the Repeal Association.

For the present I can dispense with the comula-
tive force of this reasoning,as I trust that | bave
taid enough to convince not only the Irish, but the
British reader, that a common effurt wgh to be
made to cheek the tendencies which are encouraged
by that deplorabie facility with which nations )‘?on
tgeir purses at the suggestion or for the behyotf of
those Tgm excite the passions of ambition, revenge
or co iy.

I It'he oybeerntiom contained in this address be
deemed by {on well founded, you will instruct your
representatives to resist the longer continuance of
the war intome tax paid by you, or at lewst to de-
?ard éhat it shall be applied to oljects beneficial to

reland.

That is your duty--1 have foltilled mine.

1 have the honor to be your very faithful servant,

WiLLiax 8. OBrExN.

Canerxoyere, Dec, 22, 1854,

The Conard Steamoers and the English Mail
Contraet.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Brr—As several letters have recently appeared in
the Times relative to the developement of the Ca
pade trade, in which the mail contract with the
Cunard Company has been severely animadverted
upon, it way be well, in m;rl to these remarks, to
give a short statement of the origin and work-
g of this contract. Ishall feel olliged by your
inserting this communication in the Times.

Nearly twenty years ago tne government adver-
tised for tenders for the conveyance of the mails by
steam to America; several propesals were sent in,
the one from me being the lowest, and tbe plan

accepred. The contract en-

to her y's

ment, with whom it was made, und I think
country will not soon forget the good service
rendered by me in originating it and carrying it

out.

The duty has ever since been faithfuily perform-
ed; the ships have departed st the appointed time
without one single exception.

For many jears the umount received by the Post
oftice for letters carried under this contract exceeded
the sum paid by the government. Recently the
1ate of postage has been rednced from ls to 6d,
sod the amount of the pom[q.e may now be short
of the contract money; this important service
kas been performed at a small cost to the o wuntry.

The mail scrvice cannot be performed by Ln:lz:nt
shipe; there are times in the year when freight ana
passengers are not to be had: under such eircum-
stances ardinary ships would ne detained. At
this present time the passage money will not pu,
for the coal consumed on the passage, but the cor
respondénce between Europe and America is of &
much l!‘nm?ucwm of d#ny or to be
pendent on irreg ires.  If our governmew.
should abendon the regular mail service the Ameri-
can government would coatinue it, and do the

w .

The ships required for this service cost a large
fum of meney und are not suited for any par-
pose ; if they were now offered for sale they
not brieg one-fifth of the cost. This oteervation will
apply to all the Atlantie mail steamshipe, the Ameri-
ean, the West Indian, and the Cunard lines ; at the
termination of the mail service the ships would be
valueless ; they are too expensive to use for any

R & covolus
It is ulely necensary to have large ships, watic
great power to secwre the regular delivery af the
mails, and also to keep poce with the American ships
af equal pover and smze; the American government
give a much larger grant for the same service than
that paid by our government. The mail seamers
do not materiully Interfere with the steamers em-
p'oyed in carrying merchandise. mail ateamers
tuke but a small ity of J‘rd{;\t«-fcr instance,
the Arabia, of 2 500 tons, can only earry between
400 and 600 tons of gowds, A screw steamer of the
sume tonnage will carry 1,500 tons, and sail st ha'f

the expense. A e portion of the ireight by the
mail stesmmers cons lnwof French de brough*
from Havre by branch steamers we keap for

that purpose, o that the mail steamers, departing
oll:i“ w w:c't. ‘:unml materially l]al!“rf:dre I:r;tll other
ships, and it is an argument on persons
tbg.lunmpﬂkuhr ohject in view.

The Canadians say that the Cunard steamers
ebould be compelled to go to Quehee doring the
summer, and to Portland in the winter; bat it is
not likebthu any other persons will agree with

them.

Boston and New York were the ports in the
United States first selected, and there are no
reasons for substituting Quetec and Portlanl. Que-
bec i closed by joe, and other dangers, for six
months, Boston and New York are ) citivs, are
always accessible, and have grest facilities for for-
warding goods and mails to every of Canada,
and throughout the United States. Portland is far

inferior in all ol
The e of Canoda sppear o sup, that
the contr waos made for their ial benefit,
and no other, but they are in ervor, pon
lbm

bet: the whole rontinent Ameri-

ca, but Carada has derived the greatest benefit from

:.' Prwkmar lbenﬁumunhdmnm
an ular, uncertain dangerous convey-

M.hmﬂm,hnm annually lost. TL

E:-ugc to Canada was then 2« s letter; now they
ve &

contemplated the conveyance of the
'ullilh'qnlnl

regular and safe con twice n week,
and the in 6d. a letter. have 104 malls
from England snnually; formerly had 1.
They now ask the povernm ent to subsidize & serew
m-hlrtopcrrmn am‘r-’:ma weak to
Suehm or six months, an Portland, in the
‘nited Htates, for the other six months, to enable
them to develope the trade of Canada. If their

statementa are correct a8 to the
r:mll 1hat Is to be collectod at Queboc
henee, (and I do not pretend to
of their tatementa, ) torty steamshipas wi
wes kly to carry freight, so that one will
while thirty-nine will be dissatisfied. the
freight is st Quebec, ships will find their .my there
to carry it; and as 1o the granting a subsidy for a
ship to Portland, 1 can y may that there
are many steamshipe now rmoning from Gles
ow and Liverpool 1o foston, New York and Phila-
elphin. We have had several In the trade for some
years past, and we have no subsidy for them. We
are hullding severai screw steamships st present;

pome of them are likely to find their way 1o bec,
and jerbape to Portland, it freight sh offer,
There will be no lack of be

ships if there should
goud employment for them. If the Canadians ask
the subsidy for an increased p-stal communication,
Ithink | fiave shown that, with the present semi-
weekly mails, they have no good groands for such
application, and [ think the t would not
be dispored to give a hounty in such form mereiy to
promote a commercial enterprise. 1 am, wir, your
obedient servant, B, Cusann.
Loxvox, Dee, 29, 18566,

Mr. . G. Sqguicis tn Reply to [van Goelovin.
‘From the [ondon Alseneum, Dee 97.)

Mr. E. . Squiers, the distinguished American au-
thar and antiquary, writes in answer to M. Golevin,
elaiming prn:‘l of u faet addneed in proof of Ameri
ean literary infoleranes @

It in ot many weokn airee an Arrosar i pahiched o
borribia miory—nae abeard e horrtis_tfor which e

wont chartabie spology that b been ofiered v, (be o

of e su'bey. htmulmmh--h-

ward with bi» —k 88 Borrible, bul eq absurd
-t Hve 4 \be that be is buin avalar
of Wemasih  The fagh tet I In = the
&Wuﬂnd & slalomenl &
ibis, in of loab latolerance. * Mr. Har.
per In New Yorx, which reprinted Digkens’

I toe, eapable of easy proo’,
whbep i@ ocourience wok place—in whai year—and
p'm foriberm re give us some of the
tbe more borible 1be beder : for after the

soing of Arrowamith's ‘¢ Devil's " ﬂ

sequire all the powers of which & ' Golovin' 'is
0 comprund & d sh that khall not be po
14 18, Do doubt,
fwed a place ob Lhe abelves of & respeciablo

man's bouse;
lever, o ono will fall to s
w;uﬂ&rnldm“m. pplet
owl of their estasHsbment Bul don’t let Mr. Golovin or
Herr Golovin mistake the lesue, He shall have it all bis
7»n way abrui the “small heads'’ of Americans, sad |
will admit, tor the sake of that the Germans wbo
£0 10 Amerios do lose *‘ihe buman priocipies whioh con
thitnte Whelr glory.” T will bot be &0 personal as to mg-
f,:‘um tome of Ihem lose even thair re for trutb.
me snd particolars of the destroctlon of the
‘‘prees of Mr. Harper,' for reprinling lickens' Ams
rheat Notes. I will oply add, I justifustiion
of wmy demand on the author of this st thiat
| bave koown the Mesorm, Harper and thelr setablishment
ior elghiven years, and now hear for the grat Lime of Lhe
deatruotion of \keir ** press '’ from soy cause, exoept an
wecldental dre 1o the aulcmn of 1804 E.as

The following letter is on the same subject: —

16 Lorren Briniy, Dec, 44, 1860,

You have lorerted in your laet nomber, under the head
of ;m;u:nh ?nﬂl;;"; s :el'oT; from Mr. Iv;l“G;.olo-

m, in which pe com o' inlolerance belng s b
Mr. Appleton when declin'ng the sale of Lis book in Mna’-
‘lem. Al'low me to state thal the auihor has no just oaise
of complaint. *‘Stars and Stripe; or, Ameérican Impres.
slone,”’ Is rsued to the public with the oame of ** D, Ap-
ple cn & Co , New York," on the title page, without thelr
weing \be book, or consrnt belog ssked. Would mny
lesdir g publizher in London, under similar elrcumatanoes
ronsent 1o belp to oirculsie a work on Eogland and the
Ergish writken by u foreiguer, who merely 1 uns through
'be country, sad diawmg bssty conclusions from
what comes under bis own observation ounly, way
zot find many to agree wilth or Indorse his opinions. |
was lold Mr, Golovin whbed to send coples lor sale n
the Upited Stutea, and vndertook to forward them: but if
there bhad beer time for me to examine this book, |
svonld bave ubjecied to an Awerioan publisher’s name
appearing on ibe nitle, without cobrent being first obiaia-
ed, [npeed scarcely rve, ibal beyond ihe difficaity
made by 1he anthor hirsell, there is no resiriclions on
the rale of kis book in Americs to tbe Mull extemt of the
public demand. The aliuslon 1o what occurrid masy

yem & 880, In cocnunection with the wril of Mr. Coaries
Dickene, Is quite out ol plsce now. as ai the ume
bui few libraries in the United Siales d be found

withont complete sets of D lokens’ Works (‘‘American
Notes” Included), amd o pablic wriier cam be more
geperally 4, mo&rwmmhm.
Golovin's communication are bardly borne out by facis;

but aa they do noi misrepresent anyboedy in particular, no
reply s needed from yours, OHARLES LAYTON.
Agent for D. Appleton & Co.
An Engitsh t of 1836,
[From the London Tumes. Duc. 51 |
The year which closes to-day has not been one of
thoee marvellous periods whieh stand oot high and

rugged from the eurface of history and become the
landmarks of the student in ages to come. It is
ratber a bend in the ever winding stream of time,
which, while our attention has been fixed upon the
events of the hour, has brought us almost uncon-

y into an utterly rent state of affairs.
Bwrietnwuerin & mountainous country may re-
membe: some day when, after spending early
in the smow and on the crag, and then

ing in rapid transition eteep descents, -

dering cataracts, gloomy gorges, winding valleys,
sunny lakes and wdﬁzfrl scit'ies, Ing hnl{lu
supget finds himself in a landscape

wight have expected in his own familiar
country. But for the chadowy hat still t forms
in the distant horizon he might forget that his eyes
were gtill weak from the glacier, that the torrent was
ni&:m‘;}rg :r‘.:n11 hlg bmlnt. &h[i:tﬁmg still sore, w his
Epirit & ed moun , dreaming only of
fresh paue]:l, dizzier precipieef. and more perilous
touting. Where were we all the morning of this
ear?! Btill keeping keen wintry watch on the

a; not hopeless of peace, but or

fi
war; exccu'ing the stern decree of m

an
the great stronghbold of & mighty empire, levelling
its docks and scaward forts, exchanging angry mena-
ces with the foe on the north side, and bri
home tbe trophies of the capture. At that
tme. While the Western Powers, with Tar-
key and even Aunstria, were pre for
either alternative, | stood aloof, s
bavinz no concern in the general interests of
bumanity and the main‘enance of liberty and jus
tice between the nations of Europe, It was our
boast that Fugland hed never seen so fine an army,
or ope in all respects so well found and in such 4
cipline as that which tormed the vanguard of Eu
ropean freedom on the heights of Sebastopol
Elrewhere the political atmosphere was generally
quirt, with the siogle exception that something, s
trifie or two seen through an clectionee medinm,
bad rofed our sensitive peighber across Atlan-
tic; and at the v when our quarrel with the
Czar was passing the sword to the tongue, our
diplomatista were expected to have spare time for
mirunderstandings v matters not only unappre-
ciated, but even utterly unknown to the mass of the
British public. Such was our state a twelvemonth
ago, and it was one ‘hat made us for the time & na-
tion of warriors, and ready to bear any Lurdens or
run any risk for the national honor.

Without I:?' very t 3
much out ca we find ourselves at the
close of the in an ruliu‘ly new scene, surronund-
ed by new ohjects, and with only a few fast fading
links between that landscape and this. That
war is over. Hard

tax and eome foolish frets kept up by a lu?
Admiral and some soldiers, we might al-
most have forgotten by this time the n and
misbaps of the war. A young and active Com-
mander-in Chief bas been putting his honse in order
for the next emergency. The United States sent
llcmhatoﬁ:nnlnh:u.m , A4 we dutom resent the
slight, have seut as a peace offering to Queen Vieto-
ria one of her own shups, found adrift without its
crew. We have now settled all our late differences,
and are, as we always to be, on the best of
wrms with our thriving cousins. But as fast as
these wounds have healed others have broken cut,
and before we have finished our celebration of peace
we are at war, We bave withdrawn our minieter
from the Alwolutist Court of Naples. A Britdsh
expedition has salled against Persla, and British
diplomacy is once more at work in the fatal
of Affghanistan At the same moment a
Admiral bas bombarded one of the eapitals of
China. Thus we find ourselves at war with the

t one suspects it might have been avolded
we quarrel with every State in the world, i ina
moderate E“F“m that we may, perhaps, be
sometimes in the wrong. However, we have Prus
sia to keep us in countenance Slow a8 she was to
fight for liberty and independence of Burope,
she is preparing for war with the Swis mountaineers
in behalt of & tarrem and obsolete title, which for

rars she had not the face to assert, and the peace of

rope is now threstened, vot by lust of dominion,
but by an antiguarian ewhd!y.

In “this year, whother of war or peace, the new
Emperor of All \he Rossias has bheen
a pomp which threatens to be the
and youthfo

¥

fied, but
this year hl::'nmw

elected a President who, by the good terma he
blished with the States not in interest, has

z
f
§.
3
=
3
:

’nrs to expect the same uniform tenor of events
No obe knows what sgm muy bring forth, and
be only certainty ls that no one year will be
he counterpart of the lwt  Elsewhere, under the
usunl ¢isadvantages, difficulties and suspicion, pea e
a8 been doing ita work. Canada has
Ler great ne of rallway botween the jakes and the
Atlantie.  The electric wire that 14 to join the New
and Old Werld s already begun. Rossda has been
inviting Furope to joln with the iron road the ex-
immities of her wide empire.  An ern of peace and
Lro:mulun been proclaimed for India, but only to

inteninpted by a fresh blast of war. When, in-
deed, will peace have the precedence of her fretful
and capricious competitor” France, with the fresh
security of an heir 1o the fuperial throne, is slow'y
recoveiing f1om her vast eflorte Spain, which b«
so small u place in Buropenn politics, has bad a
dioma of ber own. By the u-nal steps she hos
raploly returued 1o an absolutism ae srong as o
eumetances and the age will endure, By way v

setting an exsmple, England, France, Russla, and
even Anstila, hnl\-n bﬂ': nting | amnesties
and pasdor s for politieal offences, prodocing there

:31 mwuch quict content, hut meeting with some nolsy
v rabituae,

t heme the year has heen one of beginnings
more or less promising.  The Metropolitan Board
ot Warks bas spent ita first year in doing nothing
deeiding nothing, A ||,.p.'..|m, of Art and a
=ehool of Design have boen osened at Brompton,

urder 'he grimery pepect that art ever wore. Ap

i

g

ERF -
e
Fiifizss.:
itk 4T

fear lnd?ﬂiﬂdﬁgnm dowestic staing
uge delalcations, systematic embeng lements,
lossal insolvencies, :ad frightful
have burst like hubbles, leaving nothing.
not of the lowest sort, have heen
n;:lhemw hlr.:lhe;‘n.d friends, acq on
sides. We have had many sangq hideous
wurders ; snd the co dm.og N‘ﬁm has
been sadly shaken by the knmrla?e that the lpri
son doors have been opened, and a population of
thieves and ruffians has been let loose mpon us.
desperate of hones’ work, flushed with
triumph, and ivgenious in new forms of
ond outrage. We have bad a more
ber of fearful suicides, and, we may add, of ordinary
disasters. Two theatres have been burnt down
'{:lsmetrg_ lis, me]untﬁermnxulum : nl‘l:lwfdmu-
Vil N ennual obiv C among
mdm.zhnm:;?mﬂ? witech E:
Henry Pottinger, S8ir W. Temple, and
Jervis; in the ranks of art and science it ineludes.
Guthrie, Paris, Hir W. Hamilton, Buckland, Yarrell,
Sir R. Westmacott and Paul Delaroche; in literature
and the drams, A'Beckett, Braham, Madame Ves
tris and Charles Young. Besides these, others have
passed g0 long Irom the public eye that their deaths
are hardly poticed. Two bishops have died ; two

g
!

E:

uthers bave anticipated that nsual of an
cpiscopal career by a timely retirement. Buch is
clags of incidents to wn*nh the intereat

has now quietly returred. Thes news from
the East, indecd, breaks in rather mdely en the te-
nor of our own dom estic goseip and homebred quar-
rels; but one thing we have certainly all bat for-
g&g._te:, as i;t}?lh“ neI\;?r been, and is the war
which was convulsing and draining all Burope
ot the beginning of this year. ing

Bpeech of the lﬂn‘_-ol‘ Greece to the Legisln-
tive Chambers
The legistative session of the Groek Chambers waa

ned by King Otho on the 14th
g: !r g on of December, witk
ing speech

ormalities. His Majesty made the follow-

! Dep and He Ha
afier an absenne of some months, Lo n:‘:'aw
Greece, 1t s with real plassure (hat 1 wee you assembled
around me, and thal [ can exp-ess W my xwﬂ-m.
ibrough the medium of their represontatives, all the
affection I entertain for them and my -iwlh At
tachment and Odelity they bave alws
me, and whioch is the indissoluble link

ibrone and the pation [t was by manl
apew :’::: ny&?anumwomd re-
geoey W aecn, m ved conaort, were
B L, S B
whose sclive an aoal has fa
m the work of the the same

riod,
K‘m most i olid foopontior of the prosperiny of astions,
bas been resiored o Eorope. and Y
sons jor belic tbat 1he forelgn treops
Introduced Into Greeoo will be soon withdrawn, | bave
the sathfaction of apnounciog 1o you that | am en afriend-
ly fouting with ail foreign powers. Before overy other
conaideration, my goverament, remem! tbhe m
tors of Grecoe lowards \be greal powers,
tors, has spontans oasly offered L0 reepond w0 Lhem o Lhe
beet of is rynwar The condescending dispoaillons and

wod will of the puwers Wowards Greeoe give me ibe besy

of & happy and final scttisment of Lhal Lranenotion .

Bripandage, woicn s aboorred by the nalion, was nok
qhm?‘-‘ ":t.‘ uilnn hemrhn:é aroused the

reigo atates. By wise energetioc meagures, by Lhe
walor of our soldiers, and the willing nnnr'.uﬂh&io.
my government bas guccecded ine had

o There

aBd in restoring evwplee seourity
ouly the liontier llue where brigandage cannol be sup-
preseed wthout the 0ins co operation of ihe

Htate, To obtain that rescli | have concluded am .
convention with Turkey, which my gover
pupctoally carried out. The objoct of my constant and
serious po/icitude 18 toe Internal development, malerial ae
woll as Intellecionl, of Grecce It la for the Gresk .
the surest foundadon of sl progress and prosperity.

i

ihe morale, and of plovs, seirotific and

. ot S Wit e keowiedgo sad improve
isblabmenta  The regular courne of governmant renders
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sullerings, and the sirengih
with profound reeprct. sre, yeur Majesty s
und yory humble scrvant,
The Paris Markets.
Tarin (Twe 29) Corrreprndoncs of Londsn Timon |
There has been kat little lmainess in
cial guorters of Parin during the week.
shops have in general beon deserted, althongh, st
the request of the shopkee  the hawkers were
not permitted to eroct thelr booths on the Boule
vards uptll Baturday lost.  These hooths, in which
are exhibited a great vnrlety of ohoap articlss eal
culaved for New Year's mits, have been hitherto
| opened on the 16th of December. The restraint im-
y pooed on them thie year doos not appear W bave

|
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